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This mid-19th century brick farmhouse bearing a
tablet inscribed with the date 185A and the names Christian
and Teah Horst provides an excellent record of vernacular
architecture nf the period. Evidence in the masonry suggests
that this houce had a recessed druble porch along part of its
front elevarion, a feature associated with many mid-19th century
hnuces in Wachineton County.
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Horst House
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Henry K. Moyer

STREET AND NUMBER:

Route # 8 _
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Marvland Historical Trust

STREET AND NUMBER:

21 State Circle
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is located about one half mile east of the Leitersburg-State
Line Road, north of Leitersburg and just south of the Mason-Dixon Line

in Washington County, Maryland. It is situated on relatively high ground
and faces south.

The structure is a two story, five bay brick dwelling set on low field-
stone foundations. Seams in the masonry flanking the two eastern bays
of the front elevation suggest that a recessed double porch at that
location has been enclosed. Common bond brickwork is in evidence at
all elevations except where the modern all-stretcher work is present.
Flat brick arches are present over the main story windows. Set in the
east gable wall is a rectangular tablet inscribed with the names Christian
and Leah Horst and the date 1856,

Windows have six over six pane double hung saches held within narrow
frames finished with a bead at the inside edge. Most are flanked with
paneled shutters at the lower story while louvered shutters are present
at the upper level windows.

Entrances are located in the second and third bays from the east end

of the front or south elevation. Both display similar treatment with
plain transoms over the doors. The original entrance would appear to

be that which was constructed into the center bay of the facade wall
while that to ite east seems to have been moved forward when the recessed
porch was enclosed. The doors have six elongated panels and are flanked
with matching jambs.

A one story porch extends along the front elevation supported by cham-
fered square posts, between which runs a decorative cutwork balustrade.
Another porch extends along the east wall.

The roof is covered with asphalt shingles, and extends beyond the end
walls. Boxing with a course of molding finishes the eaves. A brick
chimney with a corbel at its top is located inside the west gable end.

The house is in evcellent condition. It is located on a farm which
includes 126.31 acres of land in Maryland. Along with the house, the
building complex consists of a large frame bank barn and other buildings
related to agricultural use.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The area of significance of this house is its architecture.

Dated 1856 with the names of its builders inscribed on the

tablet in its gable wall, this house provides a well docu-

mented example of mid-19th century architecture in Washington
County. The eastern two bays of the front elevation of this

house were apparently recessed beneath a double porch. Houses

with a recessed double porch extending aloneg part of the front
elevation form a major architectural group in Washington County,
with most examples dating from the middle third of the 19th century.
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